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When . There Is aJltneJ~Jun!18 Storerverywhere:

, What It Meài 'Whaf It 'Means-
. Tathe COnSuinerTo thêOpérator

~" ,', -, " ~ .. ... th p~Gl. Jit-J-lt~Ì8' in ~1It..lW~, .. '. (Il)Win'~leofmo)'tQthOfrato. Be..
l-' ñe il fi. JI... St rill- talt,iil-hlf the ØPtor to' arB ~t-t

,;g It....- ~ w. l.,bI: .r"c=.;~=:rt:lu~i=l= . 4
,\' ~.,da".i"" ¡ , . ...ndin.lie.mar.theprtsot&Møp.

~ ir ~ .. tI ~ II ',Ð . :ll:ve Uw Ie 0 r tbrirtln cóSttl.
..~- . . ' . .' .' '-" .' -'. .'... i- by tht war wllJnln thf i mat pe1'1faP l-frcWac~~.f~, ,of ~ P'-bui~.' win, in the !utur, be "
m..eèl-ar 6i-l 't Øl , " cw on the !fr ~øc"e pban.¡. . _,
'Ll-Ii--- toa_ te ie UN ... ~ 'f iJ,i tn.J~JllJe rrainnt'lIriløe you.' ~i;. 'i.ln-lll~.
~ ~ ,... . .~.. . ',,' ièlCof,mdtsthus, au nr;.)oa~-~~~ ,
.... tl .. t_itl- th~.. Inr tilCount~Tb~ men ca ronvenlentlt- "'h~""'~pI~~II".' =ft..13=S~:lri=ts~~.
~... to .... ii... tt I" to.' fltum ire øo 1lle tbat.th ear ea" \ '~.J '." .' . , . ' J' 'tha al pa ôr th st alailan Th st ca
'~lI;,InIíd,v~l-9I~~:be~lewit!a 3. ~r'fet Oler ,You
l-.. /l-.' .bI.''''.,"~IJ.te.''''~', '.lI rectl1~~t,"'~h. ~.lnYOl_. l=~..
' . .' , , , ". . .~rleø Uuv "UD .,an ID" 'I . -'e4 ." le 1Ga. '- . , '".' jn.' , 'i', _ _ . ,
, '. " , " " .' Gét bi tOlm withaa ealet as iiow)'ou hew ea

If,. - ft Dt,. ntø-i-l-l. .101 ca mi ..Jita..anlerfScl.. GI at_.en jo th ln.õl ~ "', ,Jmæ.J~E,.
. . '. . I .. or ø.11et' " , . ,'. ." n,

A-'New~JitDey-Jiiitgiè~ ror dJa~kson-
.~ wmthin 38 U1 opD a nê Jitn.Juni1 St In,',th old a.. , -
-G~, Ioüor 'renerly ~pl~ ~'1\ '!. ~for 40 Wett ~p.ito~:

i-li; , Watch Uu PI"" tor opln~ InnoanetmtnL y _ ' .
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I WAS 'TWLVE~'YEOLDWHENTHEY FOUN 'THE BODY'OF'MY.~:.r .. . . " . , "'. _. ' ',_ "'"'' (, '. .. \. '.' , _ ~ " _ ' __ '

. SISTER,lii a r~Jlt-by-the-hour motel 
in Fairfiéldj Alabama. If c

you're,woÍide,rttlg -how'hard. th~èpps', try .to find 'oa.t., who o,r
what ~nded the life of. a stripper with a 'heroin lÍabit, l~t' me
giv~,you a:hint:N'ofmuch~ . -' ,\. '- . -., / .
Ifyou'rE?yvóndéringhow,mucha \aldeplt,.Baptistdeacon Rnd" . -',. . " d. " ".' I . ~'.' c " -', ;, . .' . _,' " ,
nis trembling,möiisy vvfetryto find outwhd orw;hat ended
tlie , life-.of a -daughter theycóuldnev:e.r,,;;eem t~ control" whO
alwayssmokeçlMaI'lboro ,Reds,rqumbled ,God l)a~, busted

cu~fewând 'lElugh~çlln their, faceswtién th~.ytrie'ci 'to:' ground.,
",her, let megiveyÒù~hint: -Not much." "

My parèntswôu1dillexplainit tome at the time,.wou1dbar~ly
talk "about it,,~baréiy,lo0k. ?t-/aachother~ There,. was no wake, ~
only a' fun~rà:i,rio obituary in the'papar $pno guests. . She just

,went away:- Itwasönly once 1 turn~dsixteen 'artdå friendly
young Sewanee gradru:iingthe research desk at the librarý

- dOwitÖwn 'd1fg~ up the police reports that I bègan to

. .....ttnderstandwhatl 'happeped.
\ i'~ '\

N1ysistet wåi:named'Véspa,like 'the scoQter. Once I'.asked,'
dad why, she was named that and he stared at me. like I 'was
c~azY', lìkeif was-justwliatyou- nain~~ a daugJiteÍ') after a

stupidlY' chromedmod, ac~essory. cMayp~ he"cldn't eveii
know what' one. was;_ Jngeneraí' he tended tö. hate;music but
he put up with Motq,wn and bùbblegu pop from the . sixties.
ijecouldn't $taiid the rockthat,tl0bbedoüt of Vespa's:íoqrn.

,They call it hair metal now bul I 
guess at the tinie nobody

thought it was.a Jqkia, n,obodywrapped aandannas ,aröu.ncL
th.eir 'thighs ~dr woret90dmuch hiu~'~yeshadoW.-td be laùghed _
at, but.hêcausesôÌíething ~nside said it felt rig;h,t.

r- , '" " - .' . - -- "
I'niIlot~ing like mysist~r butgro~9u'PIålwayS' wantéd to
be.. . Vespa loved boolqi; her room jllãs filled with dozens of
uqvels" tromping up andd,?.w Jhe.scieriêefiction '.. and honor
spectrum. qtepJienKingr Ane, Rice" Dean R Koontz" Kl.t
Vonnegut-she loved Vonnegtt~- poetr b~Rinùaud al1d Jim
1Vòrrisol\, stacks of battei;ed Harlan Elli;sons ~ndSagan~and'
ASirnovs. .' SheadoreqTiié Stand, treasured, a tremendously
~attel"èdpaperba~k of the. unedited version of. tlie beokwhièh
was passed like -a secrat from friend foJriend.'le cover was) 'longgöne and the spine liadJOeien reglllèdatleast twiC'e lò
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'- i. -, ì Î i '¡I , . :~ '( " ., \", 1i,''-' ~. 1 r , ' :-" i : ,- , If r , ',. .' . ' , ' ., . , _ r j, .' .' ., " .., ' . ' I " . i : .". " " ,;',. /, ". .' "" ., '. \" '

::-'. .' k~ep'p'áge~ frQm: slougtrng Of(.:Thatâi9-n'tprev'e.~tthe,I'âstll' Qnè,'thihg,leaa. tç;anothei:cani:if n?ll iÍl:love~ho,(witlÌthat'boy. .
''', ~Jifteerfpagés falll.1.gòutin a,ê:lUTnp',-andVeŠpa.:guardedírfikè¡., · (I'haýe to. swe,aí off ser-t~.'ndústry/boys'èv~ri~fe:w"m0nths; .'
. ; faniilysl1ve:r ~stapleaand hèri:èIiçally' seal~ß~in a:Ziplotkbag , " . : 

they j,ustgetÏue tnt~ lroltblè), ;btil Vytli the èity::. )t,wasbrokên/'

l;tuffaddeepinhetdull blatkleàtlier'purse: ' '. ,.'Co ''- . . ánd~mpty ianp. c:u~k'and fìi,e-rdly~and was:~éady :t9,'start 9v~r~_". ;

, , : ,,~:' '. ''\ " ' ", ,. '/: : ", ':,'.. .' ",: ,-l, as '~o~ethihg new,;and's(), was L ,:;Iere Were job~to be 

chad ,~~ '.

:, " If-you were one:~fhérfrienèis reading it-;and ir~eemt?d ilke and, 
dècel1tapa:rti:ents inthe;Hèig:nts òrèa:rouhdt4eJitneYcinCi , ,

, ' 'she ,lemt iLout to ßQz~ns,-yoll had' to.' c!=me ask her for,the 'i · .thè beys weie '~len~ifül ahd swe~L,:The!è'wé,rè' ò,níY::C¡d f,ew. ; 'i."

'i "déndlng ,and'sne ~óu1d,grip Ý6tii~'haiidsiightiy and 'sáy~ .' ,indie r.ock, g~rls aronng, always,with 'tinywáisfs,and fùziy

~,' :' a1rtÌost )ike a ,religioJ.ls' i~vo~ation-arè :you ready? Ca~' yoU' . . Vintag~, còtton'tees, spikaabelts,and sneers. ." , :,,' ,..
,.:' ,:. . . hàndla th'ls Pi, AId,her eyes w'onlcI.crinkle up-'lik~ they alwa ys ~'. " ," , .,." 'i Y .' ~. , .¡C"' ,. 'c 'I. ,. . , ,'c , '

,. 'dic; :'Whenshe:smlled,. likê ~'Stevie Nicks,' a:nd~sha: d laugn a:' . , )', ~9tc3. 'lt~e': st~ti.~,,~ut' ~~at ,wet~, t~eÝ':g~inçr to'do 'a~, the:i~'
/ ,-~ teena~ge cigarette\ iáugh.' " $li:é ,always talked 'reà-i 'f~ist like \ trembl!ng ')' l?oys _ tried_- ,t(o/ t~lk ,to) ITe? -You ç~~, ,~~ver\ '''', -~,
, ' ", ,~osalind~R~ss~n, òr' K~tharine Hepburn, in" aa oid 'mo:vte~ ',UÌiclerastjmatèthe~tehitoÚafl1apít,sofl åtoWniè,'but seIjou.sly:,:
. ' bantering with Ca,;r prant' and, tC?ssing 'her) hair ò'ver hèt.treÌ"e they .goiI1gto J;it :ie'with:ttteit private schooliçlipÌomas?'~

shoulde,r. ,,' , _" Tl1~ir trust fund djsbursêmel1ts?;; Liste.Il; even. with my half~ :.~' .
." " '. . i ,sll?~v~s ~nd~ruste,d-r~dlia.ti,ri0st tn~ tilièdallJ'got fròm: t~e .,1,
, .' ~_'.;: He! iri~ilÇis, ~wh~ ':' ¡,' idQliz~d, àll' wore '~bla?k t -sliirtsànd .,j . boy:s 'was a, c.o)lple . of ',drinks or' a shot, ,before" tlÍòse 'li,ttie ".

,,'. :stop.e:washed"-blue jeansiipi?èdátth~ kIlees. . Tliêy all had,òld ¡. \ -, " BaInis !an off blushing ." Jackson Vy'as aJi.ellúya p!áce to g~t a " "

." c:ars~like,' reål,0Jò., wi~h no se~tIJelts :Qr: heamests-:.vitlÌ, " :driiikìorJi~ten:.Ù:i~. ~t'?ry but 

a pain; i~t:ne assIo getljlid:.: .' ,; "i

'. th~se,ndiclliOušl¥ hûgé'~t~l"eds, cràniTnedcin.Tlle bay5,were, l "/ ' . , ',' " -'i,i, / "
'. " ..' 'mostly, Jio¡:eless' but' tJie gfrls.. were ,màj esIiç:o, . p5iurE?d' ;into, . 7 . t;V'~ ~\e~~ all bvei tli:~~la,~é \åndvyaS' ri~y.ei lé~lo;us.. of ~:laWnte, .$ '. I .

- '- '(~. ,c- poot~-çllt,Levis, ~yvh~te'JÑif~peaters -ßtretched, tîghr over~:plàøk. b~for~, - but "lax V\asI1d(i!ferent,,'OKnowing ~,the:st,ories and .
. -,~ lace" öras, . aims:: gani;cl ~wIi~t tb ~lh.0w' with 'chèa~ 'sihrer ~, .;~,., :. histori~si :the w~tds' iHe 'i?riG~s.,~~d ~~phalt ,whisl~ltadat B!ght:;-

bangles,th~ir lattears 'cro~ded:top, tObottom,with..hoop,s ?-riQ ,', . 'i' '"~I , thaLwas, wh~t yop, wan!~d, and.the p~¡opl~ that ha,d liyed :there . 'f

.', cUamçÍi9,s. ..~, Atlun~Ìl;,thè,Y' 'tràdea. . pÍlls . raiçled ' ~rom ~the . · Ìb,rtgest spr;è~d their stóri,es likê iridêsceIlt pllirrag.~: lkniaw,"
"medicinß cabin~ts, of-! a lègion "ofspac~a-out moms- ,and aunts~, " '1= this ~ ?oy: ~Qnc~, whoi_ w~s 'trom ¡ a~, ~ê-nd :te- told ~ sto.rfes) about'
, s~rtè~'~ý colöra;1d ~ize. "t~: . ' \," ; " \ '. " "'\" 

, :~~~~~gT~~:~o:nt~:!~~~~~~e~~n~~:~:::~:i~~~t~~~;"
. "'. LikeVéspa, Ìh~~ to 'get the lÌ~l; out, and') did~~ke'it'far;h~r i, " I ~'j '. -, \ . party ot'a,friên?'ofhis)íÍAalliayenb~cáuselis:b1.ddý'S "nlQm.. '
'.~ . than 'her but just.fgur, ltours \lest òn':I:-20. 1 was heading to ' ,',~was amemhe:icofon~ofth~,gardeIlclul?s." :' '~i', '

, :- Àusti,n ~: ~àrb,e. Dentòn: butist~pp~d in Já~ki:on because it. , ,: "c ,'", '", . ., ..,~: . ): . . . '" . , ". . \."', ~;' :',,' . ". ii' .'.

wasalready gett~ng,dar~ and Iflguada dtini~ would'do'Ire . ," j" " " ¡'wanted those staines 's0b.~dl.y-the ruste.dand lonely, pnde,
, 'g?òd,~,~n~ right\'~f~tpe high~~y;':iVas' this l~ttle ibar;t~a!IWaS .' , ~~ l-" ~:of ihéRÍi t:n~ c~~fide:nceJ,~àtéôn:~~Ji:PIT: 199v.ng, til~t,~:,so~, ' .

y , pitcn,-'blackí\ dai-k-i and~ the bartande;r~wasJ"ol:Ltlie short side ,a:ad ~', l.,~ -' \ "anc;-S~ St~rited Tnat, ~usi~ess\ in"~ -~:NiIleit~Efn Whenevßr': (Y ó,u~ ;.

, c;M,'t nave alick of 
haiiöut he lia!Ì a,cute snûre an,fask~a ~ne , ' ), .,' ;dKipw,'H:is, ~ife,,':Sh~,Ha~ a.;~i,ttle'¿,Pr.obÌeIl;lwith lhe :pri~Ilg,'

what' kind of musiC I . liked. i fI told; hini ev-erytning, but that I. .' ., . i "and¡: Slightly, Bigger' One with the Poal Boys at tne.~ç,o'tttry , .
hàfèd jazz ànd,country and liè laughea ànd, said tKe)i-tad' a' ".. i,;'" Clùb)¡;tlie effhande,q. cònn~ctionthatJhe:peôpie'from JácksoÌl ,. " '

¿ou~try j azz ~an~ ph;iying that -riight~\, which was a stup'idlii'e, -~ ~. . (:" " ,_h~çi Wit~,' tha~r ÆriêÌÌa~,:thè'jr family, .t)ieir myths. ,Maybe t1;e~.
.' '. but, h,e'starte,d pouring ,me a, douile, ,Grey çoq~e whén Ed , , I,' Jopinng, ~ rraje:~tic~ wreck ,?f the~ KJng Edwai:dcalnùy ,ga,ziÌÌg ';' ~ '

asked._for a.single from tlle'well,-and,-come ari,'you-would' ,." , 1_/,- -out oyerJhe ~ity, fr9m~the tr~iri~tráckš to the~-Pearl, was':~y' ) ~
havè-laughed/tòò.'" " ,. ,- . ~ .." I . ' ,;'. ...., .. favorite, ri,lled"às'it Yvås withcòbW~bsarid music à~ctpigecins "~. it' "" ,-- , ..\ ' j", - -,'arid brokèn bottles~,~ - I '/. ~ '~- ,-~ _.'/ , I ' , ,'- -,'
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But, of aU. the stories, my, fayorlte' wallthe'one .~f ~hts' Wøityat'
',thelitn~)t 14~.d_" Shew()uld 'go tC?,~theJitneye\Tery'Saturctayto
buyherweek"s"wo,tth' of groceries"an:d .in~t~ad,',ofi~iiówing,
the gerttlepathto'the rrght as int~nded Py whatever unkown
gr'ocery,'architect,theon,ethat took~you'past the. cut okra,the~'\, ..' . ..,..., ,\. ' '.,' '.' .,.'. " . . ,... . . . '.' . ,,' . ,
m~stard greens, ,and the Pink Ladie~, she'd, veerhatd, , Jeff to
thefrozen'sectiol1~TleIe she ~ d .caU over astock:boy tpp~l
:aer down 'a's~x packcofOldMilwaukee !:rom itha top.,sh~if, 'orie
fromthe'back, , V\ere itV\ould :be coldest,.: She' d/settne SiXbf4
'c~ns iA.the',toPd;of heI",..bl1ggy-an:d'pop,on~".6pen-and /dC? .Aer ', shopping. - / ~

!I'. .. iFor a long, timeaftethearil1g that. l.d only" drinl( 9ld
i. Milwaukee, ,b'ecause of., that story (even though it tastes 1ike'

rn~tals()akèd,overnight in rusty 'water) just. because 1 wa.nted ·
/ to-feel what she feU, . share ,. sometliIigvvth her,- even thoûgh

shediedthe'month'before I movedhereand~I'm,going' to be
brut~l1ylignest hen~-I dort't'i:ealy. read her st9ries'and',.ile
two I read I didndt~ink mucho.faut a punch of kiqs hereAow ·
w.ar these.1ittl,e pink huttOllS on their, shirts,apa.intêcl ¡)Ortrait

, /ofherçentered inthemlddle, and Iwèar one, too. Idòn'L
know who made the :pictÍlre'-b,útit'sperfect,' her .'skin ándhair'
roughIy(th~ . same COloiwhite(like she'saghost"òr hewn fr'lm / _ '
Carrèra marble)) eyes wànd~ring to. the right and her mouth
slightly 'OI~èn"alJolltt()_, te'll :you a: stqiy, 0neyoú~ know \but-
could listen' to aga.ina'nd-again.''-:' . -.' ,,-' ..'- - f
The .(e.'eling,. 'l.had1wh.en-'.I m, oved ,-to 

Jackson was -oneot those.. ..' " '.' . - ., ,c . ': '. .
possibly reptilan twtches$oakèd inÓUt blood,aiid boiié, an
instii;ct so subtle you don't normaHyrecognizß Ws needed pr
even extant:1ike.wheny,ou'reata bar and b,avinga goog.tim~
and t~~ÎFl9' to . a, beautifu boy ,- and . his hapd,. is " gentle at the
small of yourbaèk, andthed-j-ukebox is playing that RQlling

, Stones) song your first boY-fri~mdalways liked,.andypu know
that-the next Corona-' is'going,-tobethe \on~ thatsplits the_

"diffare-nce' betwee~ yougbInghome and'youwåking Up ,in a
stra.nge 'queen:"sized_béd. ~ i ' ,- I' " ," .' ), " ' '-
Whà.te'vertells you totakethatnextswig, grab the back of his
head withyourhand,dandkiss'him until you run o':utofbreath:
that's what Jackson ;teels'like. ~ , . -
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. -The sa~'gùSky~evie~ is by " ~G, ó /i.-ju() S.' : 'an ~iSt': writer from Sandusky"~~ara,' wh,b.ìi~es inla~ks~~, ~iS~iSS¡PPi. iãe~~:sJpÒi~Oiêl,l, .,..
. ,cartoons"stortès and more 'at www!prettyfakes.com. WrìtcidgoÍ'jusn~f gorJus.prettakésCfgmáil;cpm. Issués óf TJ-e'Sandusky Review 

are available,post-paid~ for .. five\A:ertcanJdoUars (or theé~v:a1ènt ip ljtamps)c,are òrLight..+' GlassStldio, 52SSòuth Comrerce Street, Jackson., Miss."S92QL The snort story:il this
artiact" "Sl~eping 'lÜdes~d R~ór cBlades',;' was t:2.mpo~ed in, J ack~op,'Miss.; 'd~g' ~uier 2007, a;: were thé apc()InpaItyig'ïnustr~tions.Ifi's' çièdicatecl to the.

, Explodig Hearts., a certai. fourth-gerierationGernÜ:i Amencci' who Was th'ê son and grandson of Indianapolis archltects,C the. yéar 1995,' the H:ohnan, ë'd .
. McCar famies, E.:A.W., ard ~ock and roll~girls from Pleasant Grove. "', ~ , . .' .: "So don't you 

die onme:"'~Ãndrew Wooci;1990.-: \ 't , ~ ~ ~ ;. ' . \-. , - ". ",~ "- ~ '. .,~
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.JT. WAS 'A_,SÙNAY'LlIæ _ANGTHER, 'AT LET like : every' other. for
the ,past ismr months. d H~ woke', up in beda.iöÎie, no alarm
nèE3ded, thoughts rustling_aroundthr01i9h his head líkecats. It

. was nearly eleven. ',Dariit,"hemumnled, looking for apait
of d,ec'ent 's9cksbykick~ng through the pile, öf,clothe~ beside ..
his mattress, whichVIas plàced ontli.efloorbeside a beggar's
shelf ofsl1lintered two~by-fouisrun thrQtlgh ciI1~er blQcks.

He waa'ollt otitiik;,out~fcanso_up, out of can beer, e\TenQut
~ of V\ater: the pipes l,n_,.'his~_ cru~iing' asl5erSto~--shingled

,walkup in Belnaven werelikean ancient magus of incredibÍe
" alctiemitali ability;' 'capable of transforming_.even the : most
,çrystaUine and virgi of waters into a viscous, nosebleed-

-~colored.f1ow,~.Tte:'wáter.PfPople said- it ~as Just, solids in,tne
. water, which even through ~ïsXanax-dampened ,ya.wn, this
morning herecalledmearit it was a' sQlutiqn,noJonger Just
V\at~,r~, not .to~" mention that thèyneverddsaid,~w~hat ,the solids.dactuaJIY were,. .

j

The f~ucèt~ nosedbl_e~d necessitated~ the '. purchase of_wâter""
'~hichgalled_hitn, and-that frllstra tion stewed intheJ~nè heat,
bubblingoverartG~un,dèr, into a thick~st~w of suspicion. There
were ~ev~raic()íispiracy theories turnbling-about-;ndl the
leastotwfucli was,One ttat sOrrehowtiedtbe dirty water into

, how theGovernor'wal1tedthecitytò~qodd~gain like itdid-ìn~
, .i979~ Jt didn'tmak~anydamn sèns~d'butaftèrKatri:naanddaIl
/~ndlesssupplyof numbirtg'horrors'd of NationalG,ua.rdsrtie:n -j

',stepping o.verbodies " inIhe ¡Fre'neh. Quarter;oftwisted ,stan~as
'of mold apd waste scribbleq.' across the living rOoms and
porcties of Bay Saint¡'ouis, ,a:nd Wavel~nd aiid Gáutiet,offolks~
~'swimningddQwnboUlevai-ds wi th a case of/Bu'dweisethìtçh~d
, up ,.undettheirarms:, thata.póst..nûUenniaL Delugenûght
come and.scaur Jacksonclean9icl't jU,st seem plausible.()nd , !heworst days.of the, surmer, the,kihd whe!e, yqu ç'ould ,wring

,'s'Ye;at ()ut~yaiireýebrovys like frQin a,washcloth, tt seemed not
onlypossible,b/ut W'~lP9me:~_

His socks didn't matchreë: good so he Ypút op some high tops,
gargl~d Dollar-Tree mouthwash bût didr't brush, 'slid oIl an.
olcj jersey and hustled dovy the. steps, two.,.ata time,jumping
the iàndiiigandh~adingciowntQwctrd~ th_e Jitrteyt.4"tr:ing to
'beat the'cburch-crowd. '

~I



-~~ ' " , '.' è' .' ,'. i'" , ,'. ". ," . ".::'. ;, d è t".:, ' , ~ . ';;" ( , 'T I ~. . ".
.~' ..,' " ,;., ,:. . - ,"'.' f .'./ ' anÇl9n~s-,(tárely aJenJ,'~,N:pte~tdent's;faeeÙ:p,an~upw~rcís,

. '. ''Ìe'lHnaý'yvasn't, caii~d: tlÜit~riynjørè, not'for .~' li;mg\tíme,ybu(, the-phangEhi:r dE;scenciing ordet:'~o(yalué-. ana ståèked in:' ,', .
.he,had v8wed 1011g, agotonever càl1i(by,Clnother n¡Üùe; ;He: t'; gp:)Up~ ~,?r i:, dollar. ,"EyeIl' a.f!er ';tlie,: cioiiJ:Ù~ ~'he'd 'pUlled '::'
3::ouldr'I ever m~nage to scour the 'shåmøput':of hiwvoÌçe a~d' .i y.~sterday:'_àíttl Jl\e~ ci~tc;h qf'rnalt: liqyor, he~ddrarik thérè was' ,
.. sày~~wi~n Dixie "'after \ tñey ~;acL b'óught Jr ar,ounct t~e turp of : -.~t~ll ;rn~re th~n ,~9rty: -seveI1~ ;dollp.ts ..n :tlie,topQia~eroCthe, ' "
'thecentury,andhe'~was-secretiy-'happy wh~nth(Ít Ïconóf. . bustedâr~sser., .~..,-- ."t ,',t ';" .,'4' .

" Sòûth~rn"-food 'went bankrnpl,' 'tihálly' selling,"'the stor~ to a~,~ ,', " '. . ,'~ "-,, - 'I , ~'
) ,,'Î9cà1Ja~1iy. \ On,lnultiplé'oècasJonshe'hòped the:'barikrnptcy, '~), "S~edidn~!~ve:ntake Ìi~rqwrÙhings whend~he 'møved'but-lefL
1 ': Wa:s l5ecáûse,'tli.ereattually vyas karma, ôr kisrret~he'd slept . i " ,cloth,ès~àìl?shoes an'èlj)ictuFes,~,Rd ~v~Íl ;re~o:räs, just"abb~t:

,-Jl)ohgha.~c;ouis,e on:Rèlìgiòns,aftlle.W~rld à1)Ællsaps'åileast.. , ~:' c ,èv.erýthing i:~t,~pale,çluesc-arf;lÍer si~tEirl~nf1ier o~ceÎor a~ II; :~"
. ten yèà.rsbeforè arid viàsn't éxac:tly s,ure"wliattlie dtfeienèe '- , :: ¡ls?h~91 trdp t~ 'Bòstq~:; "Sh~'Ciwear~h~ pale cnlua,,:~t:àrf ,e~ei, .,.,' ,', ,
was-sonje . ~Òr.t of'çpsIDc :éaybà~). fo( the èön¡pany/ h~ving '..' 'i "cl~y of the on~'ortWo ~onthsthat c9rhp~iseçi,;~ JackSOn winter; ':, i , .

, ,hásically /endorsed à cheesy -l10vie called Jlec~u~e -òf Winn " --. ' i :. , i"; ,~:T~n JJ;.~ °!;r's w:ten it was,in:th~ sixtie~. ,~):e, took á' couple of ;,'
.' ',Dixie; wliicn he thaûght 'was maybè basedupQna kid's bóok, ' ,'' i .:tus j.:-sh~rts" nqtiev;en band~t;:shirt,s, jnst ~lainw::iÍIe. oIles.,I,Ad' ,: " .
, ,,'\and'~was proJ:ably, heÙit~ughJi ,?,Ì?out a i. damn/çl~gJ' áí'hdu'g;h i ,some, book:~. ~!! you coulcLever .as~Jhßr Holy Ghost a!why;"he'd. .
" ':yoii'Il~vercou1-dbesure~ "i~, '" '''_ , , . I I )~II.yoU plain~à~çltru~::.Thèó;ies thci,l~ave You~:/.bpi,:thex "
.,' ',' / \'," .' i,. . " . '. , ' a!ways)ak,e)he D,est,bppks:' That!! j¡st,oite òf the 'rule.s. :' . i ., ( .
.: 1. ,if I h~d ever kiöwn 'a ki,d growing âp 'named' their, dog after, a , _ I , ",' , ' , '.' \ I .'. '~', '. '. ., .,' ..' 'i

, " gr,Ocery. store,ne tn9ughf, 'ld:à' lf)aclt the s1íit out of tliepi; ~nd , 7 Onc~' li~'d tried to~getb~r :to i~~d~à V(j:nriegutb~øk: ,and;~hé '.' J
'. , ., tii~ doors his s;e d open 'ançi thè èoldai-rwashed oV,er him. ',' " . . thi.ILb~,d thQ~gh j f ort~ 'afternÖon,; 'flnåll y)os~hi.g it tb, thè floor'
" ,'7:, ~," ,'' '_ ',' . a.nd clicki~g ÓÍl.thk, teleVisiòn.' 'B~af?ie 'né coùÍç3: say anytÌìÚíg

, ' He slid in before the church trowd~ That-wás-thé' whole point', ' 1'. '..:" '.s~e,7tQI~d, : h.i.,m.. ,f"S......h.., )e, w,. a~n.",,_.'t.,'g'" 9rin,.g..:"to r..;""~.a,,,'.'G. a,-"",b.' 00. k.,.~i...,~,l. e~~.wl,tl1, 'lousy",., ",
, ' i , on ~ûndays,tb justbéElt the. dar~rlchurchctöv\d. ~'Íe si~htòL . ~. .batnro?i:-.wCtIUirawi,~gs oLp~a:v~rs,and astensks': She never .1

" " ", fariilies: Wrapped 'tig~t iiÚ~eir:b~st 7 cloth~s, th~ men: àwkward ',: :r i ,:~ad a!lyth~n~"aii-d ~v:i"'tl~.a .sèries~ of ~onth~'~ eeg,ahtoga1I:

~ ~ . in theidigs (eval' though the ties wete perfectly knotted), the l' :tirn,l-ake ~ hirn :tlu~h so hard ,wneghe. thought about it .he . .' ,
" ::wolnén',ex.àsper-ate,gdirilaçe 'ahd,~houlde.rpads;;tli~ girls in .c~l!ld,feelthe blo:od in, hisears:',Hèdcommitt,eddhe ultimate' ' '
¡ ',,' sèuffßâ åndruinedblaêkpatentleâthefshqeif,ahdti1è boys in, '. betraYal~. the .one. that' à .lqvei-Ínust' never'do.;he ~ias .. J

. '~ìi~rt pantsartc:thih whi tè sòcks, ti~y 'bl üe, btaz~rs\.ìthcliéap . / " 'éml~rtassed òfhe:dri frònt ò(hisf~rertds. '\":' ~ ". ~. ( '. d d

~tu~~Jál bl1:ftorts colora!N llke'brass andg,o,l4:it~~alu~d 'hirn iÜ(e . ,', ,C .: · ",.'~. ',:" L ,: '..'. , ,d '. , ,\' (' ',)

a Gohfession."'Iat måde him n:à:d, ;Dothb~cauf!e 'it exif:ted'aad: ,~eí1 sh,e. left' sne ~ toòkdthes~ ..b09kS 'with~hèr: '::Bieakfa;t. óf'
-bedauseth~i:e wasà, 'párt of ~ii:'tÌat',eyen~~è.nteQ.tod~g8' to ." Chprrpîons¡ , Mdthftr' Night,,'Sirens of .Titan, (in,: first : 

'edition

èlíuiGh,,'~ot for~tp:a,~?~ê: ofi'cieyotipn or faith Örttié sa1ti~éanè: ' , !' h.?rdcover), SlauffIile~hÒuse-tiv.e,'BJù~baar.d;.Rlayer PiaÌ1O.~She..

grapejuicê co:mniun~oÍl,but becaUse ~orr~wliere,in'him there. '.' left Timaqpake,a~d ,!?r ~eaks,allhe' ~ould ,!hirík was, ¡really
,w;às~the idea thatjf you'were ,re'àlly, truÍy'~ good perscm Ý0l! .-: ' g9d9'a:r.qh~tt~çi Timeq!l~ke:)':,'~ ." . -
:, were jusrsuppo~ed~to¥ go. , - -,' I ':" ~", _" ,", l ,- .~ ,- ,'/ '. :. , rt ì \ ',','. '/, ,,',' ',., .,.1' 'ii~ßic;!~enqrIJ~id~~Ge:"~I~s(~.feWdpoundS:~nthe_~teak~Up', " ,rl

..'IIe~jaIig!ed,'tn.e- cllah~.e in:his poçket ar,dtrie,d :to:reweÌ!,ber Dt~t (,Simply,replac~ your regula:çly- scheduled m~als with'.'" \~:
how riucn he h~d;'even thou.glt)te'dc'läidit'o'uVtlla night, '. i vOd,a'anâ"rewetsf"); tried toohs.rd\to:gèt tl1~'pliQnenUmb~iJ~ ~':. I:

, ,beforeinJh~,t~p diaVver'of the i,,n.stedd,esser shè-'d left lUrn. ' , . r, ~f h.i~ nßiçlhbor,wlÜ?:fiadda;r~c::'~nd~~He:~n dra~~ii:tattoò that. '

, ,,',~ More tlian a splash of O~Dskitterefd a'r9~n5Ì inhis brain, little . ,encircled her neck and, reminded, him of Christmas; -startèd .,
," bits',of ia~ot lightnirigçonfirÚng hi~ t~t~ilä.I'aIld routine.d~He' i ;' wa:!c~i~g too,rtuchTV'Jafter~hè left, because h,eknéVì 'that
, 'alwáys èounte(l' his' nionèy ~out and left' lt~ in ;perfect' sJacks , ,__ ' I -, '" "d,sòm~'W~ere,~aybé;, s;te_ ~w,~s ,yva!ching meèsàm~ ~hq~s and it

béfÖ~,é gpih9, to beC:"tip,s pla,c~d J!e,rfeèUyin stacks'of'fi\res .:. i" .~i:adehlrnfe~l,cfos~,tOlierina~ô.d,weakwà.y,ahd,aISOlikeap
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apology,bec~use he'clneyer watch, tl\él! wW:i lir when 'she
',- was around; . cried so hard he thew up oncec ~fter noticing

thrè~ of, h~r ),)obbypins b~si4é 'thetub, and', a-tangle of hair in
flledraiIl.-yo-u,know, therU,Sl.Ølstuff.' '

'And - it's ~one oJ'th()_sèbobbyp~n:she'5 tumbli;tg in his left
pocketashewalks, fingers rubbing up and clown its.cllryes as'
.he !lcansforwlÌat's el~gibieinthe2-Ea~-rdealon Sel~cted
General,Mills' Items.l~l-e's~tltinking;about LuckyC~arrnsor~ ,1;"~
C~il1iiamoÌi'Toasl'" Crúnçh'whèÍ1.sometl1i:ngtis~les' his, .tnroat,

!aaÌ1d'.'1:e .iòoks down and), realizes 'the '~g ,from his~.'shirt is

,sticking 'up,in front'

,So of course it is~ tÇldaYQfalldays, teeth'noth'rushect, shirt on
insiqß andquJswàrd, eyes~riglÚred~o~ur.tesy of,the,.finéfolks-
..rom'SilvetTh~nder 'Malt:Liquors ,(:now only ,$1.98 '.for,thirty~ "
two"ounc~s)', that ihe~sees, ;h~èt. tUí;ndoWI the..aîsle,-biting'her
'lip "and brushing_hêr h?lnd \tluQugh he,rhair. - Itwå.s loñger
thane he remembered. .

~He' s staring- ,'and he knows; ìt, as .sheb;roW'ses the Kas~fori th~
'end,cap, ~np., iie\momeiltarily~r~çàilsthC?ß'~_layvui' styrofoamy
pellE!ls spieedwith cinnafudtl ¡and', Splenda . she'4eat

andies~ly. -Theii she's \staring".,at,Jl.imand~talk/ìnganct' he's"
-de.ad"ìn the watéT, ~, S,hark 'Week ,phot()grapher, caught/ '.., , ,.,' '. .', ".. . . -,' '. " . ,"' ,. . " 'f......
.una.~arßs;no-, çhance)'toactcool"Ilo way'to turnán4'walk ~'" i
'away, andshe's,'talking: :' " ' '

\ "- . _. _;- .. J"',,;.

:'1 said, ,,'howd~ .everythingbee~going?m Hebarelyçatches
herworcls-shealways talks like an. actress in~mold movie, "
words~slippingòverJand 'uncìer~ach/'othèr,( fast~rthan any ,
otherSoutherI1-girl hê',d ever met

,!'Didyquhàng ne~ ,posters. ~n the' wall?".. ',She'asks,a~dhe-:
,thiIls. sJ:e's tellng a joke that h~d.oesn1tget: "Daes the dog

n9tremeiner my' name?", ,AIid nÇ)w h~ kI10~sd she' stelling a
joke, bé:åtiseshe's laughing,ancl theynever had a dog, but d
he S-lill'd()esn't get it, and her eyes crinkle-when ,she smiles
just likèStevie'Nic~rand then she ,rolls her eye's-a.nd pushes ~
past him and waiks down the ~isle. -


